14^                     QUEEN   ELIZABETH   I

of the Imperial envoy, for whom the Queen translated his re-
mark into Italian, advised her not to marry him; he was ebut a
boy and a babe5; she should take the Archduke, and then "she
would have a baby-boy/ "Babes and fools speak the truth/ said
the envoy; and Elizabeth laughed. She had no intention of
marrying Charles IX, but she kept Catherine's negotiations in
suspense as long as she could, both to hinder any rapproche-
ment between France and Scotland, and to improve her bar-
gaining powers in the Austrian match.

As for the Earl of Leicester, with a solatium awaiting him in
the person of the Queen of Scots, he had at first lent genuine
support to the Archduke; but when the Scottish plan miscarried
and the Austrian hung fire, he began to aspire once more to
marriage with Elizabeth, egged on by his cronies with their
vision of a world delectable and bounties untold. They drew
encouragement from Mary's marriage with Darnley, which
might encourage Elizabeth also to venture where fancy
prompted. But for many reasons, not least because ruin was the
nemesis of unsuccessful rivalry with the future King of Eng-
land, Leicester had to move cautiously and disguise his object
for a time., exerting his influence in favour of the impossible
French match in order to thwart the Austrian. The French, in
their turn, when their own suit lapsed., disseminated damaging
tales in Germany and England to wreck the negotiations be-
tween Elizabeth and the Emperor, and did all they could to
forward Leicester's interests. In the eyes of the Spanish am-
bassador matters appeared to reach such a nice balance that he
found himself in a pitiful quandary, anxious to promote the
Archduke's suit and yet afraid to alienate Leicester who might
after all become Elizabeth's husband.

Leicester was having his ups and downs. In the summer of
1565^ perhaps to lend variety to Court gossip, Elizabeth began
to smile upon a handsome., witty, but married courtier, Thomas
Heneage. Leicester quarrelled with him, started flirting with a
beautiful lady to test Elizabeth's affections, and landed himself
into momentary disgrace. The Queen's Majesty c wrote an ob-
scure sentence in a book at Windsor', Cecil noted in his diary